504 Plans Must Be Data‑Driven
Parent Tips & Reminders
A 504 Plan is a legal document. Decisions about eligibility, accommodations, and changes must be based on data, not opinions or convenience. As a parent, you have the right to understand—and request—the data used to support your child’s plan.

What “Data‑Driven” Really Means
A data‑based 504 Plan relies on objective information, such as:
· Classroom performance data
· Attendance and health records
· Behavior tracking logs
· Work samples (graded and ungraded)
· Progress monitoring results
· Medical or clinical documentation (when relevant)
Statements like “the teacher feels,” “we don’t usually track that,” or “they seem fine” are not data, they are based on FEELINGS, or outdated procedures. 

You Should Expect to See Raw Data
Parents are entitled to review the actual data collected, not just summaries or conclusions.
Examples of raw data include:
· Frequency counts (e.g., number of times support was needed)
· Duration logs (e.g., time on task vs. off task)
· Percentage accuracy on assignments or tests
· Behavior charts or point sheets
· Intervention tracking sheets
Tip: Ask for the data in its original form, not just a narrative explanation.


Questions Parents Can (and Should) Ask
Use clear, neutral questions to keep the conversation focused on evidence:
· “What data was used to determine eligibility for this 504 Plan?”
· “Can I see the raw data that supports this decision?”
· “How is this accommodation being monitored?”
· “What data will be reviewed to determine if this is effective?”
· “How often is data collected, and by whom?”

Accommodations Must Match the Data
Every accommodation should:
· Address a documented need
· Be linked to specific data
· Include a way to monitor effectiveness
If there is no data, there is no way to know whether:
· The accommodation is necessary
· The accommodation is working
· A change is needed

Red Flags to Watch For 🚩
Be cautious if you hear:
· “We don’t collect that kind of data.”
· “This is just standard for all students.”
· “We’ll see how it goes without tracking it.”
· “We don’t share internal data sheets.”
These statements may indicate the plan is not compliant.

Practical Parent Reminders
✔ You may request data in writing
✔ You may ask for clarification at any time
✔ You do not need to accept decisions without evidence
✔ Data protects your child and the school
✔ If it isn’t documented, it effectively didn’t happen

The Bottom Line
A strong 504 Plan is:
· Individualized
· Data‑based
· Measurable
· Reviewable
When decisions are grounded in real data, your child’s needs are clearer—and your advocacy is stronger.




Prepared by: Sarah Fitzsimmons, LCPC, NCC
I am available for consultation to help parents better understand special education services, 504 plans, and school-based supports. Consultation is educational in nature and does not constitute therapy, clinical services, an evaluation or legal advice. 
